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E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: FR, PARM 

SUBJECT: MARCHAIS ON FOREIGN POLICY 

REF: A) PARIS 7283; (B) PARIS 1304 

SUMMARY: IN A LENGTHY INTERVIEW IN LE MONDE OF 
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MARCH 3, GEORGES MARCHAIS, SECGEN OF THE FRENCH 
COMMUNIST PARTY (PCF) REVIEWED PCF FOREIGN POLICY, 
BRINGING OUT THE DISPUTES WHICH PERSIST BETWEEN 
THE PCF AND THE FRENCH SOCIALIST (PS) ON A NUMBER 
OF ISSUES, PARTICULARLY DEFENSE AND NUCLEAR 
QUESTIONS AND THE WESTERN SAHARA. MARCHAIS ALSO 
REAFFIRMED PCF FAITH IN DEMOCRATIC CENTRALISM AS 
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THE BEST TYPE OF PARTY ORGANIZATION, AND 
REVEALED THAT HE BELIEVES PARLIAMENT SHOULD HAVE 
A LARGER SHARE OF CONTROL OF FRENCH FOREIGN 
POLICY. END SUMMARY. 

2. MARCHAIS' INTERVIEW WITH LE MONDE DID NOT 
OFFER SIGNIFICANT NEW INFORMATION ON SUBSTANTIVE 
PCF FOREIGN POLICY POSITIONS, BUT. APPEARING SO 
CLOSE TO THE FIRST ELECTION ROUND, IT TENDED TO 
LOCK THE PCF IN ON A NUMBER OF ISSUES WHERE THEY 
DIFFERFROM THE PS. HIS COMMENTS ON A 
PARLIAMENTARY ROLE ON FOREIGN POLICY GAVE A PREVIEW 
OF LIKELY DISPUTES BETWEEN A LEFT GOVERNMENT AND 
THE ELYSEE OVER CONTROL OF FOREIGN POLICY. 

3. DEFENSE AND NUCLEAR WEAPONS POLICY: MARCHAIS 
SAID THAT THE PS REVIVAL OF ITS EARLIER PROPOSAL FOR 
A REFERENDUM ON THE FORCE DE FRAPPE (SEE PARA 10, 

REF A) "LEAVES AN ENORMOUS QUESTION MARK" ON THE 
DEFENSE POLICY OF A LEFT GOVERNMENT. HE ALSO 
ACCUSED THE SOCIALISTS OF NOT BELIEVING IN AN 
INDEPENDENT DEFENSE. BASED ON THE FACT THAT THE PS 
HAD DELETED, IN ITS UPDATED VERSION OF THE 

COMMON PROGRAM, THE PHRASE "REFUSAL TO BE ASSOCIATED 
WITH THE CONSTITUTION OF ANY NEW INTEGRATED 
MILITARY ORGANIZATION." MARCHAIS INTERPRETED 
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THIS DELETION TO MEAN THE PS " HAS NOT RENOUNCED 
THE IDEA OF A EUROPEAN DEFENSE COMMUNITY." 

MARCHAIS ALSO REITERATED THE PCF PROPOSAL FOR A 
COMMITTEE RESPONSIBLE FOR DECIDING ON ANY USE 
OF NUCLEAR WEAPONS (PARA 9, REF B), TO WHICH THE 
PS IS OPPOSED (PARA 9, REF A). HE SPECIFIED THAT 
THE PRESIDENT'S RESPONSIBILITY IS FOR THE 
EXECUTION, RATHER THAN THE TAKING, OF DECISIONS 
ON NUCLEAR USE. 

4. ALGERIA AND THE WESTERN SAHARA: MARCHAIS 
STRESSED THE NEED TO DEVELOP A POLICY OF COOPERATION 
WITH ALGERIA, AND TO REVERSE THE PRESENT POLICY 

OF FRENCH MILITARY SUPPORT TO MOROCCO AND 
MAURITANIA. A LEFT GOVERNMENT WOULD END THE 
FRENCH MILITARY PRESENCE IN AREA AND TERMINATE 
ARMS DELIVERIES TO MOROCCO AND MAURITANIA HE SAID. 

5. EUROPEAN UNIFICATION: MARCHAIS STRESSED TWO 
POINTS: THAT THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITY (EC) SHOULD BE 
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ORIENTED TOWARD THE ' INTERESTS OF THE WORKERS" AND 
THAT FRANCE'S LIBERTY OF ACTION SHOULD BE RESPECTED. 
FRANCE UNDER A GOVERNMENT OF THE LEFT WOULD BECOME 
THE "ADVOCATE OF A POLICY OF SOCIAL PROGRESS" 

WITHIN THE EC. AND WOULD SEEK A "HARMONIZATION OF 
SOCIAL LEGISLATION AT THE HIGHEST LEVEL, A GUARANTEE 
FOR THE EARNINGS OF FARMERS, AND PROTECTION OF MIGRANT 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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WORKERS." THE GOF WOULD ALSO MAKE PROPOSALS TO ITS 
EC PARTNERS FOR THE CONTROL OF MULTINATIONAL FIRMS. 

6. DETENTE AND DISARMAMENT: MARCHAIS UNDERLINED THE 
PCF'S OPPOSITION TO THE EXISTENCE OF BLOCKS IN 
EUROPE AND THE NEED FOR FRANCE TO 

FOLLOW A POLICY OF TOTAL NON ALIGNMENT. WITH AN 
EMPHASIS ON COOPERATION AND DISARMAMENT. THE GOF. 

HE SAID, SHOULD PRONOUNCE ITSELF STRONGLY IN FAVOR 
OF FULL IMPLEMENTATION OF ALL ASPECTS OF THE 
HELSINKI FINAL ACT (INCLUDING RESPECT FOR HUMAN RIGHTS), 
AND SHOULD SEND A DELEGATION TO THE MBFR NEGOTIATIONS 
WITHOUT DELAY." IT SHOULD ALSO CONCLUDE 
"NON-AGGRESSION AND NON-USE OF FORCE TREATIES" WITH 
THOSE COUNTRIES-INCLUDING THE USSR- WHICH SO DESIRE. 

7. RELATIONS WITH THE USSR: ASKED ABOUT RELATIONS 
WITH THE USSR, MARCHAIS REPLIED BY HIGHLIGHTING 
THE DIFFERENCES OF VIEW BETWEEN THE PCF AND THE 
SOVIETS, "NOTABLY CONCERNING DEMOCRACY." HE 
SAID THE PCF "CONDEMNS" THE TENDENCY IN SOME 
SOCIALIST COUNTRIES TO REPLACE THE COMPETITION BETWEEN 
IDEAS BY REPRESSION. FINALLY, HE REJECTED THE NOTION 

OF SUPER-POWER CONTROL OVER WORLD AFFAIRS, AND 
RECALLED THE NEED FOR A FRENCH POLICY OF STRICT NON- 
ALIGNMENT. 

8. DEMOCRATIC CENTRALISM: ASKED IF THE PCF WAS 
EVOLVING AWAY FROM DEMOCRATIC CENTRALISM. 

ARCHAIS SAID THE ORGANIZATION OF THE PARTY 
WOULD BE MODIFIED AT THE 23RD PCF CONGRESS, BUT 
DEMOCRATIC CENTRALISM WOULD REMAIN THE BASIS OF THE 
PARTY'S ORGANIZATION. DEMOCRATIC CENTRALISM HAD, HE 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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SAID "SHOWN ITS EXTREME SUPERIORITY" IN 
COMPARISON WITH OTHER PARTY ORGANIZATIONS. "ANY 
OTHER COMPORTMENT LEADS TO SCLEROSIS." BUT THIS 
DID NOT MEAN THAT DEMOCRATIC CENTRALISM WAS THE 
PCF'S MODEL FOR THE ORGANIZATION OF SOCIETY. 

9. RESPONSIBILITY FOR FRENCH FOREIGN POLICY: 

PERHAPS MARCHAIS' MOST INTERESTING COMMENTS 
RELATED TO THE FORMULATION OF FOREIGN POLICY UNDER 
A GOVERNMENT OF THE LEFT, ESPECIALLY SINCE THIS 

IS AN AREA OF POSSIBLE CONFLICT BETWEEN A GOVERNMENT 
OF THE LEFT AND GISCARD. ASKED WHETHER THE PRESIDENT 
OR THE PRIME MINISTER WOULD REPRESENT FRANCE IN 
INTERNATIONAL NEGOTIATIONS OR AT EUROPEAN SUMMITS, 
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MARCHAIS SAID IT WAS THE GOVERNMENT WHICH HAD THE 
RESPONSIBILITY TO GUIDE NATIONAL POLICY IN ALL 
AREAS; "THUS IT WILL DESIGNATE FRENCH REPRESENTATIVES 
AT INTERNATIONAL NEGOTIATIONS." FURTHERMORE, 
MARCHAIS FORESAW AN INCREASED ROLE FOR THE FRENCH 
PARLIAMENT IN FOREIGN POLICY: "THE PARLIAMENT 
SHOULD ALSO PRONOUNCE ITSELF ON IMPORTANT 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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FOREIGN POLICY INITIATIVES, FOR EXAMPLE ON THE 
ADHESION TO TREATIES IN FORCE ON THE LIMITATION 
OF THE ARMS RACE, THE DESIGNATION OF FRENCH 
REPRESENTATIVES TO THE CONFERENCES AT GENEVA AND 
VIENNA, AND THE NOTIFICATION TO OUR COMMON MARKET 
PARTNERS OF THE DECISIONS WHICH WILL BE TAKEN BY FRANCE 
ON AGRICULTURAL PRICES." 

10. COMMENT: MORE THAN HALF OF MARCHAIS' 

REMARKS WERE DEVOTED TO FOREIGN POLICY AND 
RELATED ISSUES, DEMONSTRATING THAT THE PCF 
CONSIDERS THIS AN AREA WHERE IT SHOULD HAVE A 
SIGNIFICANT INFLUENCE IF IT IS INCLUDED IN A GOVERN- 
MENT OF THE LEFT. MARCHAIS ALSO MAINTAINED THE 
PCF'S POSITIONS IN SUCH AREAS AS DEFENSE AND 
NUCLEAR WEAPONS POLICY DESPITE RECENT DIFFERING 
STATEMENTS BY MITTERAND, SUGGESTING THAT FOREIGN 
AND DEFENSE POLICY ARE AREAS ON WHICH THE PCF AND PS 
WILL HAVE TO NEGOTIATE- AND REACH SOME UNDER- 
STANDING— IF THEY ARE TO GOVERN TOGETHER. 

END COMMENT. 

HARTMAN 
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